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   NEWSLETTER      June 2026 
 

 
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful     

committed citizens can change the world:  
indeed it’s the only thing that ever does. 

Margaret Mead 

         

 
 
 
 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 

 
“Everything that appears as a ‘limit’ — incapacity, 
illness, old age, suffering, vulnerability — tends to 
be seen primarily as a defect to be corrected, ra-
ther than as a reality through which our humanity 
matures and opens itself to relationship.            

And yet we must remember that humanity 
flourishes not despite limitations, but often 
through them..”   

POPE LEO XIV MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magnifica Humanitas, Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical 
speaks directly to one of the most urgent questions of 
our time: What does it mean to remain fully human in the 
age of artificial intelligence?  
 
With moral clarity and pastoral depth, the first Ameri-
can pope offers a compelling Christian response to the 
rise of digital technocracy and power, showing how faith, 
reason, and the rich tradition of Catholic social teaching 
can guide society through rapid technological change. 

The depth and breadth of the encyclical is relevant to everyone and not 
only Catholics! 
  
It is divided into 5 chapters and we are holding 5 evenings to reflect on 
its contents chapter by chapter. 
We invite you to join us  for some or all of the sessions which will be at 
7pm on Tuesday evenings as follows: 
 
28th July; 4th 11th 18th and 25th August 
Venue:  43 Anderson Avenue 
Please let us know if you intend to join us. 
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    FIRST HOLY SEPULCHRE SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 

The Community were delighted to join in the final day of a weekend when 
for the first time two schools founded by Canonesses of the Holy Sepul-
chre shared their common identity and celebrated their shared history. 
 
61 pupils and teachers from the Heilig Graf school in Turnhout  Belgium 
enjoyed a weekend  of visits, activities and fun along with their counter-
parts from New Hall.   
 
On Sunday, there was a moving mass at New Hall after which we were able 
to gift the Turnhout school with one of S.M/Stephen’s paintings.  
S.M.Stephen had spent a year at Turnhout in the 1950s and she developed 
her artistic skills there under the tutelage of Zusters Chrysostoma and 
Augustina. 

Community with students and 
staff from Turnhout and New Hall 

 

S.M. Stephen’s painting 

 
 
 
 
     

 

ST AUGUSTINE 

S. M. Stephen’s painting gifted by the 
Community, seen here with staff and 
now in Turnhout  

“A free curiosity is more effective in learning than 
a rigid discipline” - St. Augustine  
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 FIRST PRIORESSES’ CONFERENCE IN AFRICA MAY 2026  

In May the annual Association Prioresses’ Conference was held for the first time in 
Africa, at Masaka near Kigali, Rwanda.  This was an historic moment which was well 
marked alongside further celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the Association. As 
you can see our African sisters now outnumber their European counterparts.  

After several days of Conference work, we were treated to an evening of traditional 
Rwandan dance and drama, including a sketch depicting the origins of the Association  
in the 1970s. 
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Sadly the Conference was overshadowed by the current outbreak of Ebola which meant 
that all the borders with the Congo were closed and many of the sisters who were due to 
come to Rwanda could not do so. 
Please pray for them all as the outbreak is very much centred in the Bukavu area where 
most of the sisters live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it right to continue hoping despite Gaza…   

perhaps there comes a time for despair? 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 3rd June David Neuhaus SJ joined 
us on Zoom from Jerusalem.   
 

Drawing on his distinctive background as a German-
South African-Israeli Catholic priest & teacher 
and honorary member of a Palestinian family, David 
spoke with exceptional insight and authority.  In 
his talk, ‘Must We Still Hope?’, he confronted the 
difficult question of whether it is right to continue 
hoping in the face of the suffering in Gaza — or 
whether there are moments when despair seems 
inevitable.  He reminded us that “the Resurrection 
is our very identity as Christians; we are called to 
preach hope when hope seems impossible.”   
 
A good way to end our series FINDING HOPE IN 
UNCERTAIN TIMES.  

MUST WE STILL HOPE? – DAVID NEUHAUS SJ 

FIRST PRIORESSES’ CONFERENCE IN AFRICA (CONT)

Thank you to so many people who donated unwanted 
pairs of spectacles for the Congo. 
Our house became full to overflowing with all you 
gave. 
We did a trial run this time and unfortunately all of 
the specs were confiscated by Rwandan customs. 
We still have many pairs to send and we will try a 
more savvy method next time!! 

You can listen to the talk here:   
https://canonesses.co.uk/must-we-still-hope-wed-3rd-june-david-neuhaus-sj/ 
 

https://canonesses.co.uk/must-we-still-hope-wed-3rd-june-david-neuhaus-sj/
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Tuesday 28th July; 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th August at 7pm  - 43, Anderson Ave 
Reflecting on Magnifica Humanitas (Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical) 
 
Saturday 7th November at 2pm - Mass for the Dead at New Hall 

 
 
 

 

We are having an unusual summer this year as we have firstly our 6 yearly Constitutional 
Evaluation visit from the Association in the week beginning July 13th, and then in August 
we have our first Safeguarding audit from the Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency in 
the week beginning August 17th. Both involve serious preparation on our part so please pray 
for us during those weeks.  Thank you. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END WITH  
A SMILE!!! 

 

Contact us:- 

The Association website: 
https://www.crss-worldwide.be/  

www.canonesses.co.uk  
Charity Registration No. 1167869 

 43 Anderson Avenue 
Chelmsford CM1 2DA 

01245 604108 

74 Howe Close 
Colchester CO4 3XD 

01206 867296 

YOUR PRAYER PLEASE 

https://www.crss-worldwide.be/

