CHAPTER XII.
A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE SCHOOL.

Tue school was dismissed at Holme Hall, but was resumed at Dean House,
where Henrietta Charlotte Goldie,! the first pensioner,” arrived on the
18th of June, 1797. She spent exactly a year at Dean House, and later
on in life she wrote a detailed account of her school days under the title
of Days of Yore. Through the kindness of Father Goldie, S.J., we
now possess a copy of this MS., which is interesting for the comparison it
enables us to make between our past and our present customs. The
order of the day was almost the same then as it is now. The feasts and
recreations were also the same, but at Holy Innocents the little Reverend
Mother was dressed as the nuns then were, .., with a black silk hood
and a white handkerchief. The girls went in procession to ‘‘court” as they
do now, to ask for the privileges. Kingstide was also the same—a French
play the first night, and English plays on the two following. Miss Goldie
gives the outline of the two last, which, she says, were composed by Mother
Felicitas Corcoran, a very clever nun, who died at Liége. Supper was followed
by nunnight, with its cakes and negus and cards, then as now the only time in
the year when these last were allowed. On the feast of St. Aloysius, there
was High Mass, and sung Compline, and “many good things for dinner,

among which were green peas and strawberries for the first time.” She does
not mention St. Aloysius’ tart. Nunnight was a word in common use. Miss
Goldie must have learned it from the nuns, as she had no companion at
school until August 22nd. Her nunnights were spent with the whole

1 She was born in Edinburgh in 1981. On the death of her father, George Sharpe Goldie, her
mother determined to become a Catholic. As the penal laws were then in force, she took this step in
France. She was received into the Church, with her little son and daughter, at Rouen, in 1789. In
1701, Mrs. Goldie returned to Edinburgh, -but as the legal guardians of the children insisted that they
should be brought up Protestants, she escaped with them to Rouen, in 1792. The Revolution was
then nearly at its height, and the mother, with her two children, were imprisoned in the Convent of
the Poor Clares, at Gravelines. They did not recover their liberty till December 15, 1794. In 1795,
they went to Winchester, and boarded in the house of the Rev. John Milner, afterwards Vicar
Apostolic. Henrietta first joined the school kept by the Franciscan nuns at Colebrook House, who
are now at Taunton. She was sent to Dean at the date mentioned in the text.
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community, at recreation from seven to eight, and the same privilege fell
to the lot of all who were at school at Dean House with her. The girls used
to dance after supper on winter evenings, though not quadrilles as now, but
the minuet and country dances, and Sister Mary Sales Laurenson, then a
novice, danced before Miss Goldie had other companions. This seems
strange to us now, but very similar is her description of Saturday duties,”
which she mentions under that very name. Her first companions were Anna.
Maria and Christina Clifford, who claimed the privilege of being the first
girls at New Hall, for they came here with the nuns, and either arrived at the
house first, or dated from their entrance at Dean, for Miss Goldie did not come
to New Hall. Anna Maria was nine years old. She died at New Hall in
1805. Christina, who was only eight when she came, remained nearly nine
years under the care of the nuns, not leaving New Hall till May, 1806.
She married Mr. Humphrey Weld, of Chideock. Margaret Smith, from
Woodhall, Northumberland, a niece of Mother Mary Joseph and Mother
Berchmans, was the next to arrive, and then, in the following order of
succession, came Catherine Nihill, a cousin of Mother Francis Xaveria
Trant; Mary and Anne Wright, nieces of Mother Aloysia Joseph; Miss
Tuite from Sante Croix, and shortly after, three Irish girls, Lucy O’Toole
and. her cousins Letitia and Margaret Whyte, the two latter introducing a
name which has been on our register for several generations; Isabella
Macdonell, from Edinburgh,a niece of Sister Joseph Sales Chichester, returned
to the care of her former Mistresses on January 14th, 1798. She had not
only been at school at Liége, but had travelled to England with the nuns,
but when the school was broken up she was sent to the Bar Convent at
York. In all twenty girls entered at Dean, of whom nineteen accompanied
the community to New Hall. Those whose names have not yet beent
mentioned were Charlotte Stourton, Charlotte Connelly, Melior Weston,
Miss® Addis, Miss Coppinger, Miss Bourke, Miss Grehan, Miss Power. Of
each of these twenty girls it is noted in the school register that she has had
the small-pox. The same is stated on the entrance-register of nearly all the
girls for many years later. In after-years at New Hall, these girls always
spoke of their days at Dean House as the * Golden Age,” an appellation
which Miss Goldie’s MS. fully explains. The school was small, which meant
much chartered liberty, and perhaps spoiling for its scanty population. At New
Hall, however, the school increased rapidly, twenty-eight new girls came in
1799, and twenty-six in 1800. If some of the stories told of the early days

1 Qur registers frequently leave out the Christian name.




