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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful
committed citizens can change the world:
indeed it’s the only thing that ever does.

(Margaret Mead)

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT

“The diamond of love will always be stronger than death. Diamonds, once soft black
carbon, become beautiful and radiant white lightning under pressure. Love is all that
remains. Love and life are finally the same thing, and you know that for yourself once
you have walked through death.”
Richard Rohr
Following the recent tragedies in London and Manchester,
the Dean of Soutwark Cathedral said:
“Remember that the Spirit drove those apostles out of the
place where they'd taken refuge from terror and into the
streets, proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ in every
language to every people and thrilling their hearts. We've
got to do that. We've got to continue to say 'we're building
the Kingdom of God in this place, and that looks like a
diverse and inclusive and celebratory place, not one that's
locked down by fear."

St AUGUSTINE
“He loved us so that we should love one another. By loving us
he bound us to one another in mutual love, and by his gentle

St Augustine

bond.”

St AUGUSTINE
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PREPARATION FOR THE GENERAL CHAPTER

The Community and Companions have had several inspiring sessions to prepare for
the General Chapter in July - August. Our theme: “Finding Hope in Fragile Places”
has proved fruitful and particularly relevant to today’s world. We have looked at
texts from a variety of sources including Richard Rohr and Václav Havel.
The group preparing had its last meeting
in Belgium in mid June and after the
meeting, S. Thérèse from the DR Congo
returned with S. Margaret and S. Moira
to England where she will stay until late
July. She is very much looking forward
to meeting all the friends she made when
she was with us a few years ago.

COMPANIONS’ NEWS

A large gathering of Community and Companions met in Wickham Bishops in late April
to celebrate the ten years since the beginning of the Companions, and to give thanks
for the many blessings we have all received during this period together and from one
another.
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FROM OUR ARCHIVES

This summer the cemetery research project comes to an end, after nearly
three years of intensive research conducted by Dr Hannah Thomas. Hannah’s
research took her deep into the Community’s archives and revealed much more than a
few headstones!
It is now thought that the Community cemetery is likely to be the oldest Catholic
cemetery in continuous use in England and Wales, having been used continuously since
March 1799. The project culminates in the publication of Hannah's research in a book
entitled The Secret Cemetery: A Guide to the Burial Ground of the English

Canonesses of the Holy Sepulchre in the parishes of Boreham and Springfield,
Chelmsford, available to purchase in October 2017.
To read more http://www.canonesses.co.uk/archives/community-cemetery/
ASSOCIATION NEWS DUNKIRK
We have been very pleased to
welcome two of our Congolese Sisters
to Europe. S. Anuarite and S. Justine
arrived in Dunkirk in April and
S. Margaret and S. Moira went to visit
them in May. Their work with the
refugees has been hampered by the
burning down of the camp in Dunkirk,
but they are collaborating with their
local parish to find ways of supporting
the now homeless migrants.
S. Véronique is currently staying with
them. S. Petronella will join them
later in June.

This photograph includes one of the
Syrian refugees being helped by the
Sisters. He is English speaking and
S. Anuarite (who studied English) was
able to help him with his papers.
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES
Mums, Dads and toddlers celebrate World Book Day.

Celebrating Vera Lynn’s 100th Birthday
across the generations.

Wisdom visit to Rivers Hall.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 30th June: Quiet Day at 74 Howe Close, Colchester, CO4 3XD, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Sunday 2nd July: Fundraising Garden Party at Galleywood.
Sunday 16th July: The Parish of Our Lady of Walsingham in Custom House,
East London, will be celebrating International Day. There will be prayer, music, fun and
games. Ending with food and traditional dancing.
Monday 24th July to Friday 4th August: General Chapter in Ter Dennen, Belgium.
(Thursday 27th July - Sunday 30th July: Reflection Days.)
Monday 7th August - Friday 11th August: Playscheme and Make Lunch in Greenstead.
Monday 14th August to Saturday 19th August: Fun Week in Melbourne.
Sunday 8th October: 375th Anniversary of Foundation and launch of Cemetery book.
Saturday 4th November: Mass for the Dead at New Hall.
All are welcome to any of the above - for details and booking please contact
crssuk@canonesses.co.uk or phone 01206 867296

Contact us:74 Howe Close
Colchester CO4 3XD
01206 867296
43 Anderson Avenue
Chelmsford CM1 2DA
01245 604108

www.canonesses.co.uk
Charity Registration No. 1167869

The Association website:
www.crss-worldwide.tk
4

71 Cundy Road
Custom House
London E16 3DJ
020 7476 5490
Napier Court
Chelmsford CM1 2ED
01245 604128

